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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Wilbert J. McKeachie 
 
Address Home: 4660 West Joy Road 
  Dexter, MI  48130 
 
 Offices: The Center for Research on Learning and Teaching 
  University of Michigan, 109 E. Madison 
  Ann Arbor, MI  48109-2993 (USA) 
  Phone:  (734) 763-0218 
 
  Department of Psychology 
  University of Michigan 
  525 East University 
  Ann Arbor, MI  48109-1109 
  Phone:  (734) 763-0218 
 
 Fax: (734) 764-3520 
 Email: billmck@umich.edu 
 
Date of Birth  August 24, 1921 
 
 
Current Positions 
1946 -  Department of Psychology, The University of Michigan 
 Teaching Fellow to Professor, 1946 – 
 Chairman, 1961 – 1971 
 
1975 -  The Center for Research on Learning and Teaching, The University of Michigan 
 Research Scientist, 1975 –  
 Director, 1975 – 1983 
 
1986 – 1991 National Center for Research to Improve Post-Secondary Teaching and Learning 
 (NCRIPAL), The University of Michigan, Associate Director 
 
Degrees Dates University 
B.A. 1942 Michigan State Normal College 
M.A. 1946 The University of Michigan 
Ph.D. 1949 The University of Michigan 
 
Honorary Degrees 
 LL.D. University of Cincinnati 
 Sc.D. Denison University 
 LL.D. Eastern Michigan University 
 Litt.D. Hope College 
 Sc.D. Northwestern University 
 D.Hu.L. Shawnee State University 
 Sc.D. Alma College 
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Other Honors 
 
1955 Alumni Award for Distinguished Teaching, The University of Michigan 
 
1969  Faculty Intramural Athlete of the Year, The University of Michigan (1st Awardee) 
 
1969  Alumni Honors Award, Eastern Michigan University 
 
1973  American College Testing-American Education Research Association Award for Outstanding Research 
 
1977 National Academy of Education 
 
1978 Snyder Lecturer, University of Toronto 
 
1982 The Fred McKinney Psychology Leadership, University of Missouri, Columbia 

 
1982 ERM Distinguished Lecturer, American Society for Engineering Education, Education Research and 
 Methods Division, Texas A & M University 
 
1985 Ida Beam Distinguished Visiting Professor, The University of Iowa 
 
1985  American Psychological Foundation Award for Distinguished Teaching in Psychology 
 
1985  G. Stanley Hall Lecturer, American Psychological Association 
 
1987  American Psychological Association Award for Distinguished Career Contributions to Education and 
  Training in Psychology 
 
1987  Chester E. Peters Lecturer, Kansas State University 
 
1988  Edward L. Thorndike Award for Outstanding Research, American Psychological Association, Division 

of Educational Psychology 
 
1989  Hill Distinguished Visiting Professor, University of Minnesota 
 
1990 Recipient of the American Educational Research Association Special Interest Group on Faculty  

Evaluation and Development Career Achievement Award and announcement that the annual award will 
henceforth be called the Wilbert J. McKeachie Award. 

 
1990  The University of Michigan Distinguished Faculty Governance Award 
 
1991  Research in Medical Education Ninth Annual Invited Review, American Assoc. of Medical Colleges 
 
1992  Symposium in honor of Wilbert J. McKeachie, The University of Michigan 
 
1992  Psi Chi Distinguished Speaker, Midwestern Psychological Association 
 
1992  Lilly Visiting Scholar, St. Xavier University 
 
1992  Centennial Award for Outstanding Contributions, American Psychological Association 
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1993 Special Symposium Honoring Contributions of W.J. McKeachie, American Educational Research 
Association 

 
1993 Ruth Cousins Distinguished Phi Beta Lecturer 
 
1997 Michigan Psychological Association Distinguished Psychologist Award in Recognition of Outstanding 

Contributions in Advancing the Profession and Science of Psychology 
 
1997 Award from the Professional and Organizational Development Network in Higher Education for 

Lifetime Outstanding Contributions to Teaching and Learning in Colleges and Universities 
 
1998 American Psychological Foundation Gold Medal Award for Enduring Contributions to Psychology in 

the Public Interest 
 
1998 University of Michigan. Jacqueline Eccles named Wilbert J. McKeachie Collegiate Professor of 

Psychology 
 
2000  American Psychological Association symposium. "Teaching Across the Generations: Honoring the 

Contributions of Wilbert J. McKeachie." 
 
2000  International Conference on Improving Learning and Teaching established the Bill and Ginnie 

McKeachie Award for the best student paper 
 
2000  American Psychological Association Presidential Citation for exemplary service to the academic and 

scientific community 
 
Academic and Professional Experience 
 
July – Nov. 1942 Mathematics teacher and Methodist minister, Trout Lake, Michigan 
 
1942 – 1945 United States Navy, Deck and Radar Officer, U.S.S. Guest, (DD 472) Pacific Theater 
 
1975 Visiting Professor, European Division, University of Maryland 
 
1977 Visiting Professor, Far Eastern Division, University College, University of Maryland 
 
1980 Visiting Professor, Western Australia Institute of Technology 
 
1984 Visiting Professor, Fujian Teachers University 
 
1985 Visiting Professor, Universidad Complutense De Madrid, Instituto de Ciencias de la 

Education 
 
1986 – 1989 External Examiner, University of Hong Kong, Department of Psychology 
 
1990 Consultant: 
  Indonesian Second University Project, Jakarta 
  University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
  Northern Territories University, Darwin, Australia 
 
1993 Visiting Lecturer: King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
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1993 Visiting Lecturer: Abo University, Finland 
 
1994 Visiting Lecturer:  University of Umea, University of Stockholm,  

Royal Institute of  Technology, Lund University, Sweden 
 
1999 Visiting Lecturer:  Tampere University, Helsinki University, Finland 
 
1999 Visiting Lecturer:  University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Baptist University, Hong Kong 

University of Science and Technology, City University of Hong Kong, Chinese University, 
Hong Kong 

 
University Committee Service 
 
I have chaired the Academic Senate, been president of the University chapter of AAUP, and have served on, or 
chaired, most of the major committees in the University, particularly those having to do with athletics, 
curriculum, economic policy, budget, and searches for President, deans and faculty. 
 
Membership and Offices in Professional Societies 
 
     American Psychological Association 
 1975 - 76 President 
 1967 - 74 Recording Secretary 
 1964 - 82 Board of Directors 
 1952 - 54 Education and Training Board 
 1955 - 58 Policy and Planning Board 
 1957 - 60 Board of Professional Affairs 
 1958 - 60 Council of Representatives 
 1962 - 82 “ “ “ 
 1989 - 92 “ “ “ 
 1956 - 57 President, Division on the Teaching of Psychology 
 1972 - 73 President, Division of General Psychology 
 1975 - 76 President, Division of Educational Psychology 
 1951 - 53 Chairman, Committee on Research in Teaching of Psychology 
 1952 - 53 Chairman, Committee on Undergraduate Education 
 1957 - 60 Committee on High School Teaching of Psychology 
 1970 - 73, 1977 - 80 Committee on Women in Psychology 
 1977 - 84 Committee on International Psychology 
 1989 - 92 Member, Public Information Committee 
 1989 - 90 Secretary-Treasurer, Running Psychologists 
 1989 - 92 AAC - APA Committee on Undergraduate Majors 
 1992 - 97 Board of Convention Affairs 
 1993 - 94 Parliamentarian 
 1997 - Council of Representatives 

2000 Ethics Committee 
 
     Michigan Psychological Association 
 1953 - 55 Chairman, Committee on Certification of Psychologists 
 1953 - 54  President 
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     American Association for the Advance of Science 
 1959 Fellow 
 1976 Chairman, Section J (Psychology) 
 
     American Council on Education 
 1961 – 63 Committee on Instruction 
 1964 – 65 Commission on Academic Affairs 
 1973 – 84 Committee on Institutional Research Program 
 1978 – 79 Board of Directors 
 
     American Education Research Association 
 1972 – 73 Co-Chairman, Program Committee 
 1976 Nominating Committee 
 1981 – 83 Governmental and Professional Liaison Committee 
 1983 – 84 Chairman, Committee on the Lindquist Research Award 
 
     American Association for Higher Education 
 1974 – 81 Board of Directors 
 1978 – 79 President 
 
     American Institutes for Research in the Behavioral Sciences 
 1979 - 2002 Board of Directors 
 
     American Psychological Foundation 
 1974 – 84 Trustee-at-large 
 1980 – 82 President 
 1991 – 96 Board of Trustees 
 
     Canadian Psychological Association 
 1977 -  Honorary Life Fellow 
 
     British Psychological Society 
 1977 -  Foreign Affiliate 
 1998 - Honorary Fellow 
 1999 - Honorary Member, Division for Teachers and Researchers in Psychology 
 
     International Union of Scientific Psychology 
 1978 – 84 U.S. Representative 
 
     International Association of Applied Psychology 
 1982 – 86 Founding President, Division of Educational, Instructional, and School 

Psychology 
 
     National Academy of Education 
 1983 – 85 Chairman of Section III, The Psychology of Education 
 
     American Association of University Professors 
 1968 – 81 Committee on College and University Teaching, Research and Publication, 

Chairman, 1976 – 78. 
 1970 – 71 President, University of Michigan Chapter 
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     American Council of Learning Societies 
 1995 – 99 American Psychological Association Delegate 
 
     Other Associations 
 1948 -  Sigma Xi (Fellow, 1949) 
 1952 – 53 Chairman, Psychology Section, Michigan Academy of Arts, Letters and 

Science 
 1954 – 56 Social Sciences Research Council, Committee on Undergraduate Research 

Training 
 1957 – 58 Chairman, Conference of State Psychological Associations 
 1960 – 66 School Mathematics Study Group, Panel on Programmed Learning 
 1962 – 73 Associate, National Training Laboratories 
 1964 – 77 Board of Trustees, Kalamazoo College 
 1965 – 70 Committee on College Teaching, Hazen Foundation 
 1967 – 69 Chairman, Council of Graduate Department Chairmen 
 1969 – 71 Advisory Board, Association of American Colleges and American Association 

of University Professors Project to Improve College Teaching 
 1985 - European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI) 

(Keynote speaker for meeting to found the association) 
 1990 – 91 President, Center for Social Gerontology 
 1991 - Advisory Board, Institute for Research on Adults in Higher Education, 

University of Maryland 
 2003 Board of Directors, IDEA Center (Individual Development and Educational 

Assessment) 
Editorial Boards 
 1963 – 74 Psychological Record 
 1974 – 76 Journal of Educational Psychology 
 1974 – 93 Journal of Higher Ed 
 1974 – 84 Teaching of Psychology 
 1975 – 84 Improving College and University Teaching 
 1975 – 78 CRLT Reports 
 1975 – 81 Educational Change, New York  
 1980 – 93 Behavior Science Librarian 
 1982 – 85 Contemporary Education Review 
 1982 – 84 Journal of Psychoeducational Assessment 
 1983 – 93 Teaching and Teacher Education:  An International Journal of Research and 

Studies 
 1987 – 93 American Journal of Education 
 1989 – 93 Journal of Teaching in International Business 
 1990 - Innovative Higher Education 
 1991 - National Teaching and Learning Forum 
 1994 - South African Journal of Higher Education 
 1992 - Indian Journal of Psychology 
 1994 - Korean Journal of Thinking and Problem Solving 
 1999 Ugdymo Psichologija – International Journal of Research on Educational 

Psychology (Lithuania) 
2000 Journal of Applied Psychological Issues (Calcutta) 
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Community Service 
 1954 – 64 Chairman, Board of Christian Education, First Baptist Church, Ann Arbor 
 1965 – 67 Moderator, First Baptist Church, Ann Arbor 
 1966 – 70 Board of Directors, Washtenaw County Community Mental Health Center 
 1961 – 90 Board of Directors, American Baptist Campus Foundation  
  President 1972 – 74, 1978 – 85 
 
Consultantships to Federal Agencies, Foundations and Public Interest Groups 
 
 1951 United States Navy, Personnel Research 
 
 1951 Study Committee on Improving Undergraduate Instruction in Psychology, 

sponsored by Carnegie Corporation and the Grant Foundation at Cornell 
University 

 
 1951 United States Armed Forces Institute 

 
 1952 Study of Psychology as a Profession, National Science Foundation 

 
 1953 Center for the Liberal Education of Adults, University of Chicago 

 
 1955 – 58 Committee on Religion in Higher Education,  

Association of Midwestern State Universities 
 

 1958 – 60 Director of National Science Foundation (NSF) Summer Conferences for 
College Teachers of Psychology and NSF Research Participation Program for 
College Teachers of Psychology 
 

 1958 – 61 Danforth Foundation 
 

 1962 – 71 Area Training Committee, Veterans Administration, Chairman, 1963-65 
 

 1963 – 66 Advisory Commission on Community College Planning, Stanford University 
 

 1964 – 67 Committee on Course Content Improvement Section, 
 National Science Foundation 
 

 1965 – 72 Committee on Psychiatry, Neurology, and Psychology,  
Veterans Administration 
 

 1966 – 72 Bureau of Research, United States Office of Education 
 

 1966 – 69 Biological Science Facilities, United States Office of Education 
 

 1966 – 71 Advisory Committee, Center for Research and Development in Higher 
Education, University of California 
 

 1967 – 72 Special Medical Advisory Group, Veterans Administration 
 
 1968 – 70 Scientific Improvement Program Panel, National Science Foundation 
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 1970 – 72 Division of College Support, Bureau of Higher Education,  
United States Office of Education 
 

 1971 – 73 National Academy of Science-National Research Council Panel on the Impact 
of Information on Drug Use and Misuse 
 

 1973, 1980 – 84 Lilly Endowment, Inc. 
 

 1976 – 82 Standing Committee on Research and Development –  
Educational Testing Service 
 

 1976 – 78 National Institute of Education 
 

 1976 – 80 National Advisory Council, National Institute of Mental Health 
  I also served on and chaired various NIMH committees over a  

period of 20 years 
 

 1982 – 83 Panel on Research and Development of Instructional Resources,  
Committee on Institutional Cooperation 

 
Autobiographies, Memoirs, and Interviews 
 
A tale of a teacher (An autobiography). In T. W. Krawiec (Ed.), The psychologists. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1972.  
Reprinted in part as: "Academician Wilbert J. McKeachie." Psychology Today. September, 1972, 63-67. 

 
Teaching Psychology: Research and Experience. In V.P. Makosky (Ed.), The G. Stanley Hall Lecture Series,  

Vol. 6. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association, 1986. 
 
Halonen, J.S. "I Was Just Lucky": An Interview with Model Teacher Wilbert J. McKeachie. In A.E. Puente,  

J R. Matthews & C.L. Brewer (Eds.), Teaching Psychology in America: A History. Washington, D.C: 
American Psychological Association, 1992. 

 
A conversation with Wilbert J. McKeachie: Involving students in research. (By R.L. Miller & M.E. Ware).  

Journal of Psychological Inquiry, 1999, 4, 42-50. 
 
Talking with the Right Person: Bill McKeachie (By LeAne Rutherford) Instructional Development, 1999,  

15, (2) 3. 
 
Teaching, Learning, and Thinking about Teaching and Learning. In Smart, J.C. & Tierney, W.G. (Eds.) Higher 

Education: Handbook of Theory and Research. Vol. XIV. New York: Agathon, 1999. 
 
Profile: Dr. Bill McKeachie (By Michah Berryhill) Psych! The Undergrad Psychology Newsletter. March 1995 

p.7. 
 
An Interview with Wilbert (Bill) J. McKeachie (By William Herman) Newsletter for Educational Psychologists, 

Nov. 2000, 24, 7-10. 
 
Wilbert J. McKeachie.  The Corsine Encyclopedia of Psychology and Behavioral Science, p. 928-929.  New 

York:  Wiley. 
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More Than Just Luck:  A Brief Biography of Wilbert J. McKeachie (By R. Eric Landrum).  In Davis, S. L. & 
Buskist, W. (Eds.), The Teaching of Psychology:  Essays in Honor of Wilbert J. McKeachie and Charles 
L. Brewer.  Mahwah, NJ:  Erlbaum, 2002. 

 
Who’s Who in America.  Chicago’s Marquis Who’s Who.  Jacques Cattell Press (Ed.), American Men and 

Women of Science.  New York:  R. R. Bowker Co. 
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