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 opEN LETTER TO ANN ARBOR BOARD OF EDUCATION

ghe Board of Education is scting responslbly when they ssck
008 ::.mgt 13 belioved that adoption of recommendstions of the
pdont®, o1 Report would be s step that would mot bsuelit the
m:”-n end therefore should be rejected by the School Bosrd.

The comnittee has apperently overlocked tke real ob jective
parthering the educational dovelopment of the Jones School
has bacome prooccupled with a conesern Fer raciel

posrd in meeting tha problems in the context of the greab
gvement of our day to sscure equal rights..." How csn squal
rights be schieved by cepriving a group of children of thelr right
o sttend a neighborhood school, the same as any othsr child in
im Arbor? Added emphssis should hsvs been on tho sespunsibllity
of the school system o provide special rowedial teaching to wset
he individual needs of astudents who are heving learalng problous.

Not only is the emphssis of the repordt wrong bud thare ere
o errors in logic from which the major comelusiocus ure drawn.
» substance of ths argument in the report is that rsading teat
seores of nogroea in Jones School are lowar them recdlng teat
goores of negroes in prodominently white scheols and therefors
wving children from Jomea School Yo cther scheols will raise
their learning sbility end thersby theoze %ozt scorssz. The error
n such logie 18 plain. Fectors such as culdursl lovel and fsmily
okground of astudents were not correlabed with %sst scovres. I
suth factors are studied differences mey bo sesn batween lemiliss
In the Jones School ares ond those who have moved out %o pro-
dominantly white relghborhcoda. Sueh fachers ghould be ssslgned
far more significence then the pregcn’ nsgro snrollmeni In The
&hol ettohded. The cmission of inforuation of the imdividual's
Skground makes the conclusions of ths report sppesr invelld.

 The concern expressed by ths rsport of whether thers is 2 50-

me&‘o to white ratic or a 20-80 split only cbscures the bazic

, uo.tgf whether or not Jonss School is providing $hs typo of

th, thoml opportunity nesdad by its students. IE iIs belleved

Probie e report recommendctions provide cmly @ diffusien of the
dlem to other sehools, mot & solubicm Ho the preblem,

L] orm:i' attempt %0 cast all children inbto the seme wold rewmlnds
1itt), b°urrant,1y populer song sboub pecpls beling fitisd iunbo

' ky toxea“end turned out 8ll the egsme. Porbhaps o Littls lozs
ffl’it\lutioacky and o little wore special atbention to o zpesisal

he R would be a more sppropricts cbjective for our sducators.

.t \ s o
,,Meton' it would ssam %hat in en opbimum use of Jom:ss School
u an-?e need of the Jomes School atudsabs we have cvallable
or, interesting amd fruisful chellengs for our educabeors 9

o inter“ting ertiele writtsn by Inge Ledsrer Gibel appsered
Brat Magazina of November 1563 entitled, "How Hobt to
® Our Schools." The author, a mobher, s white Austrien

roving educetionsl opportunitiss for all of Aan Avbor’s

siddren The report states, "Ths empheals is cn the responsibility

Arbor Sechonl system i2 o piomesr im the Ffield of spacial
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retter $o Ann Arbor Boasrd of Education -page 2
ant married to & megro snd residend in Herlew, hzs wmany
gtions of how to enrich the achool experiencs. I would 1like

' ote some of her idess:

atn our Northern citles...there 4s a lesrge macs of Hegro

pildren whose eultural sand economic backgrourd is so
deprived, that werely placing them in 'integrated' schools
will sccomplish nothing."

,..I think I foel what eny wothor of black children would
‘feel when I sm subtly patroniszed by while liberals. Scme-
‘times I em gimply shocked gnd repsllad by the irreleveucs of
their idess deapits %he nobility of their motives.”

What....Hegro psrents wanbed from the schools--and whai,
unfortunstely, they were mct gotting-- wes & lounger doy;

more and better textbocks that would be more represgsntative

£ tho minority snd ursen groups in our culbture; dedleoated
teachers (of auy color); smaller classss; snd szpsclal programs
which reelly serve tho low-inscoms child and are not almed

ust st the middleclass ehild..."

"phe erucial fzeter, I think, ia the Usacher. Good saleries
re importent, of courae, but selery and presbige can't buy
dediestion. A dedicated teacher esn turm a rathols inbo

# palsce, she cen furn elum children into emplre children.”

"Phere are still such tsschers in soms of our classxoous,
and we must find ways bo encoursge them and sdd to thelir
mmbers. At the seme tims we must weed oub Lhs securlsy
seskora inZercsted meinly in saslsry, vecabions, free time,
end pensions."”

"Al1 our teschers--including the bogt--should bs regquired Go
attenda seminer desling with Hegros..history emd culdurs,
and to learn how o emphasize the positive elements in %hen
to their students.”

':The middle-clese Negre child cen leern sll this st homs,
i‘“i the e¢hild of ¢ho slum i3 ususlly dsowmed to ramsin
ignorant of his cwn history.”

léf,:' Gibsl hag sows further auggesilons of how a schucl system
lizs voluntoors to eid in the bobile of iwpreving edusabion:

05 ¢hild who comes to school from am overcrowded home with-
Out # good night's rest or breskfast is in no state to recelvs
: hgdueation. Phose children need en all-day neighborhood
‘A ol which would opsn its doors around elght o'clock.

e Teak fast of, sey, en orunge, & bums snd hot ccecoaz {if

' htﬂlﬂ ean serve luneh, why nct brezkfast?) would be
L8tributed ‘by sn eprly shift of volunteers."

o:n g Somo of thocs ssme beachers sud volunbesrs could carry
ﬁltu:to the late artermoon (with oxtra pay for the teschors,
Wth 8lly, end perhape o small stipend for the voluptsers),
‘EM  remedisl elamses snd balled, ard, cosking, gewing,

! athletigs,"
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concludes her sritlele by suggesting:

ing children around the c¢ity iz no wors then & feseble--
ooned~-palliative...."

eonolusion let me say the evidemse im the report is

SR * slusives the remedies offered sppear ricky and no informa-
 savaileble ss to the expected resulta. Unless we ave %o
oivil rights movsment ahead of the welfare of the ehildren,
ce eny Justification for approval of this report.

Reapecltfully yours,

}ir. end Hrs. Reymond Smit




