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Stephen Withey
on Defining the So-Called "Jonas Sehool Problem"

fhe schools are suppcsed to prepare pupils for living gein-
117, responsibly snd heppily in sm edvlt world sswaral yeavs
e timea such as theze, them, schools must be

tne future.
enaitive to changing socisl conditions snd pressures as well as®
rt odusetionsl preeticss. We must broadan our sibsn-

to 8
::gy to inslude pot only the curriculum but everything thet«
in the school. ,

goes on

We must edusete for fewer low-skilled joba, longer education, .
horter work deys, nore leioure, chenging work conditions, new
scoponic and socisl condltions, erxploding knowledge and now
schnologies. Ho sducaiional formab is frozen. These praasures
 oan be sensed rignt mow and they dewand some lmmediate and
Y igepinative shifta in Che patterns of education. It is im-
porfent to remind ourzelves of thie larger context of social
bange et the assme time thet we eonfront sny smeller segmend
swelel conditions thab pressure for ghifts in our sducationsl

i Attempts to ecpe with change counot always be certein of
outstanding sueesss dbut atteupts wuet be msde. Abtempts must
be tailored to losal conditions. The willingness to try is one
important step towards worklng out betber solutlons. HNew pro-
cedures to cope with changlng conditions crests naw probleuws
b“ia:;.:f;ne mmet bo foced a8 challenges Favier then sbunmed as

enmt wremorbicmz, in She

Racial noncentraticn of sigeificnnt Prey plohatol
schools, emphesizes the lmage of segregation. Such a
concentretion is a perpetual reminder to pupils of ths
forees, conditions and 1imited oppordunities thab cronte

and maintain such heavily Negwo comnunities. :

Therefors, 1% would ssem lmpordand gnd imperabtive

to start to break down these conditions sven if

only psertislly snd progressively and even if ii
appeared to maks RO perciecular cducational differsncs

in the immedists fubture.
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AS a result of rocisl concentration there aro econocule,
culturgl snd sceisl limitations. These problems regulre
special educstionsl attentlon gnd consideration in
uproved methods or progrems if the gsechool's respomsi-
bilitles ere to be feirly discherged.
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gduccticnsl spproeches to these pupils must teke

{pto account complex probloma snd conditions that
require imaginstive educationsl innoveticn. Speedy
remedial progrsss may mot be epparent. Specisl
attention must be given to ways end mesns of lnfluenc-
ing motivations, expectations, sspiraticns, hsbits,
ete., snd sccelerating edueational progross.

concentration also creetes verisd oand unique porsonal

f racisl
1»§:oblems thet reaquire speciel sttention in addition %o the
genaral claas onrislmont snd innovetion raferred to above.

? There 8re apparently mors personal problems per c¢lagsroom
 that have to be fmced by 8 tescher in a racislly-concentrated
# school than tend %o be erowced inkto the clsssea of other

@ teachers.

Cducationel help to these youngsters may in some ceses
be faecillitated by grouping then togethsr for remedisl
work but more often their problems sre o varled that

a single voecher is overloaded; if the pupils sre in
severel cleseas, a larger segment of The school gysten
(faculty, staff and pupils) are gvailable to help then.
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